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| Winy AxswERSs to ſeveral. Queſtions: of > 
many wonderful matters in 


ANCIENT HISTORY: 


I. Shewing the light of the 
Heathen world. 


II. The confeſſion and deceaſe 


of Oracles. 
III. The miracles that hap- 
pened at our Saviour's birch. 
IV. The uſurpation of Herod 


to the Kingdom of jade: 


by treachery, © 
V. The many great and cruel 
murders committed by him 
together wich the way and 
manner of murdering the 
childeren of Bethlehem 


VI. an account of his miſera- 


ble death, with the miſerable 
deaths of his ſucceſſors, 


F 


VII. The death of Herodias 


; nd 85 Fry daughter. 


VIII. The death of Pontius 
Pilate, and Nero the Roman 
Em peror. 

IX. lhe deſtruction of jew. 

ſalem, with the number of 
thoſe that died in the ſiege, 
as likewiſe, the number of 
- thoſe that was ient to be put 


to death as: the Emperor © © 


pleaſed for his on diverſion 


X. Lan of s ard the Roman 
accodnt of our Saviour. 


XI. The Life and Death of 
Simon Magus. 
AII. A remarkable ſtory of _ 
= Great mogul and a "divin 
Jo ar a wonderful ap- 
n thai happened at ma 
homers, tomb. and other 
very remarkable chings. 
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CATACHISM&. _ 
I Perceive) you have had an opportunity of. 8 #: 
| reading ancient hiſtories. _- 1 
| Give an account if the Heathen warld had, ary.” 7 
eimering light of a | Redeemer, as Was n * "= 
4 Abraham and his offeprin ng? MY 


. As hiſtory ſhews; they had avery * light N 
for Adam (who had converſe with God and. ., ©; 
mhis angels) lived above 240 years after Methu-  _ 
ſſalem was born, and Methuſalem lived above Wes 
J after Noah was born and Noah lived about 
J years after Abraham was born, who might 
collyetſe together ; and in the days of Abra-, . 
ham lived z oraſtes, who was a Heathen or Gen- We - 3 
I Ftile, yet a very learned man, and might con- © | ̃ 
-- 3 ſiverſe with Abraham and Noah, and others of 4 
- the mo IE, fathers; fot the Romans had 
Ickeir learning from the Egyptians, and the E. | 
if 33 Zane from the Chaldeans, as the Jews. from 
- 2 {Mofes, and Moſes from the Patriarchs, bee. --M 
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EA Is —— ar: — of World did Job live | 
A. Job lived in the ſecond age of the world, and was 
1a the days of Abraham, Zoroaſtes, and as hiſto! y relates 
was a4am-us inſtance df patience and piety. ,' 

2 But does biſtory relate F no prophes that was amongſt 
. the Heather or Gentile world, that did prophecy of 4 Re- 
deemer, as was among the Jes? 

A. Yey, there ate Evident intimation in the writi ns of 
Zoroaſtes, concerningthe Son of God; and Hermes Tri- 
ſoneguſtus, who was his ſcholer, had manifeſt underſtand. 
ing of the ſecond perſon of the Trinity, and calls him the 
fits bega ot ein on of God, dis only Son; his eternal im- 
mutable, and incorruptable Son,; and after him Orpheus 
Heſoid, and the. lugo who - were Grecians, writ to 
the ſame purpcſ-; and beſides thoſe, there aroſe ten women 
who h ving the ſpirit oi prophecy, and were called Sybils 


„ 


&Y Had not the Heathen 1 84 many racks, that 4 ok 
and tola themevents that was to bappen 74. 20 WR 


of God, who i is the father df all things; that moſt renown- 


: ; | ed king. and his dear only ſon, and the ſpirit that contain 


by. Tet : 5 ** — * 8 £, - 
. J of 4a I» r e . 
i© * - ” A Py 27 — 9 . 9.7 4 


uttered any b; rnagn concerning. Chriſt, of his INIT A 


A. The prielſt of Apollo, enquicing of his gracle, 9 
cerning God, and tue true religion, had his an wer in 
Greek, „ thou, Unhappy, Prieſt, wby goſt thoy-aſk me 


=  ethall; will ſhor: ly compel me to leave this e | 


| and.to.ut.er. no more oracies, c, 
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IP, ZEA "Jubceſſor, and wht 700 bappen after bis death.” 
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1 ba. anſiwer had, Auguſius: Catſar gs hes vent 1% 
3 SEM ente # of the oracle at Apoclo, at Delp bos, who een FP bus * | 


. . 0. Ale Was long ent, ind the b pes. con- 
Sis e n e een ; tigue@ 


— 


(69) 


* 


tioued to fer NY -facrificess at length Apollo, as 165 
enforced, ſa;d, * An, hebrew, child which ruleth over all: 
gods, commands me to leav this habicagions; and to i 
forthwi h to hell.“ - 
Mas not there many: rimarkable ervilieits that AY 
pened about the time and birth of our Saviour. mM 
A. Yes, ic1s rec rad by: Euf: biug a there, that at 
his birth, a fountain of pure oil, broke forth, at à pub- 
lic inn at, | 7-4 which run freely a whole dap; and at 
noon ini a fair day, a circle was ſeen abuut the ſun, as re- 
1 s the ſun itſelf; and Comeſter in his icholeftle , 
iſtory, affirms,; That on the day of Chrift,s: birth, a 
temple at Rome, dedicated to the goddeis Pax, ſell to 
the ground. which was told by the oracle of Appelle 
that it ſhould continue t Il a virgin ſhould bring forth Aa 
child, which. they juged impoſſible, and that it ſnould 
ſtand for ever. And likewiſe Lucas. ſearching ĩ ancient 
- Chronicles of the hiſtory of Spain, found there recorded. 
that the ſame ight whercin our Saviour was born, there 
appeared in Spain, ar midnight, a cloud with. o great, 
a ſigbt, that it ſeemed Ike mi 1-day. > 
by Mas net theſe remarkable prodigies which then bap- 
pened, applied by. ſome learned perſons. to e ade 
bo then reigned proſperou/ly.. N 
here were ſo, as Joſephus reſt 6 8 z bot; the More 
divinely inſpired, interpreted t to figoify him, who Iſaĩh 


Propheſied ſhovld have the go rnment . his ond ad $ 


ders; even the Saviour of the world 
. Did not the Senate of Rame offer to urs the le 
2 our. Lord, upon Arguſtns (far. 


A. Octavius Caelar, 
0 1 Wars, wherein he was engaged, Wühl many TO 


troubles and much blood ſhed 1 Was adva ced to mY "67 19 
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_= - the title of Prince of peace, "which ſome write, he denied 
that honour, and unknowingly ſaid, that a greater Lerd 
than he, war to come into te world 0 whom that title | 


more juſtly belonged.  * 
Nan Foſephtts lumg i in our Savicits 4 


A. He was not then born, in our Saviour's days, a 
was born five years after Chriſt's Paſſion, and was thir- 
Hen, old at the time of che deftruQion of Jervſa. 


lem. 


A, Herod was a mah of Launer and being rich, 
politic, and ambitious; and very comely; every wa fit. 
for a courtier, that Byersnus, King of Judea, of the 
houſe” of David, gave to hit m his aachen in Lerne 
and made him Governor i in Galle and when'Hycranu 
was taken priſ mer by the Parthians, and carried ta tha 


. cotintry; Herod fled to Rome, and there by the er 


of Mark Anthony, obtained "the kingdom of Judea, 
though his Father- in- la was ſtill alive in Parthia, No 


ſooner Had he taken poſſeſſion of Judea, than he cauſed . 
all the blood-royal to be put to death, as likewiſe his wife 
| Marimma, with forty of the principal men of Judea, ap” 
all the Sankedrim, of ſeventy-t o Senetors, that ruled 
1 the people, and burnt all the chronicles and genealogies 
8 ok ai the Kings and Princes of Judea, cauſing Nicholas 
x - Damaſcenes to draw out his pedig ree, and to affirm that 
A, he deſcended ftom the agent E. | 


ing 5 of that country, 
et when all this was done, \Jefub; of Us. fame houſc ant 


live of David, was born in Bethlehem, art then was 
-* exatly fulfilled the Foe, 6f did 225 that the 


1 115 


e 


OE Aitone, ahd that liberty, bedce ad ſcburity was” 
"Un eftabliſhed, the Senate offered to crown him with 


Ana. Herd of the fred or zue r royal of ibb tribe Tudab 


1 


2 oe 


| ther Judas) both 


learned men, who by magic 
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, Havent fert impoſter tht teok the cl. "A 
- 2age, and declared themſelves to be-Chrift, : 

A. As all the traditions of the ancient Jews pointed = 
at the comeing of the Meſſias, in the reign of Auguſtus, 
and all the —2 had ſuch expectation of him, that 


ſeveral impoſters took upon them that they were Chriſt, 


and led away man y people, people, as Judas Galelius (and and- 
wed” fellows, as Autoges a ſhepherd 
and two others, called Theudas, and Egyptas above all 
Barcozhama, who was for above o_ years together re- 
ceived by the Rabbies themſelves for the Meſſias; but 
ſeeing he was not able to deliver them from their 'fub- 
:jeQtion to the Romans, at laſt killed him: as likewiſe 
Simon. Magus, that he might not ſeem inferior to our 
Saviour, De that le was born er virgin, as 
Chriſt was. PUT E368 F-. Wa; 2244100 | 
lat is roport:d 15 the <xviſe men of the Zaf, who 
andre diveced * ſtar, and c dis wer s:Chrifh; i .'* 
A. It is reported that theſe wiſe men were little kings, 
or petty Lords of parricular 5, ſuch as thoſe of 
Aan Joſhua ſle w thirty: in. on battle. Epiphanus is of 
er that they came to Jeruſalem two years after be 
birth of -Chrift, becauſe} that Herod ſlew all the infants 


2 that age; but it is generally believed that the ſtar 


eared to them two years before the nativity of bur 
Saviour, and that they came ta Bethlehem thirteen days 
after his 2 which r ves, Ro any, or Ya | 


TY 


A. St. | Bafi 88 


days, and ſeeing the power 0 their __ and peas + 
23 and, i it is probable, might fear of theprophecy .. 
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1 An 4618 the Eaſt; that l ous bf Indes, 
ſhould come the ruler of alliibe world as like wiſe might 
have among them the ancient prop 
1 ZI 5 that there ould ari ſe a- ſtar ourt- of oJacob;: Sc. from 
W³aMlioſes's time being ahout fifteen Hundred years. 

« +. 2.) What wal the intent of Herod for killing the childrenaf 
Bet lichem, an wh it number were there: flain. ll 1:7 
A. Herad: having obtained the kingdom by ſubtilty, 

: hearing ok this new king: fæared he ſhould be dethroned. 

refol red upon his death. andꝭ after long expecting the f̃e· 
turn of the vit men, hut in vain, imagined they had 
mocked him, entered into a ſtrange. paſſion, gave orders 


for killiog allthe childtem in Athlehem, and:the borderts 


\tbereof,rhich he thought were a baut his age, to the num 
ber of faurteen theuſand, and alſo; ſent; a meſſen- 
ger of death thrice towards John the ſon of. Zacharlih, 
cho was then in the ſecond year of bis age, but bis 
mothers early care af him ſaved his life. by ſending him 
into deſert ꝓlaces : get. among this great laughter, he, 
:who alone was aimed at, was the only Fold that.eſcaped* 
Ama. nemarkoble fgn Was 4 en the, wirger of Za- 
© e e oi slain 3: un e 4 aontig 
A. Tertullian who Abetala chin defench af tbe -chriſkian 
religion againſt the heathens, reports, that the blood 
of Zachariah ſo heſmeared the ſtones of the pave - 
maeent. on Which he was murdered, that no art nor induſt- 
ry could waſh tlie tincture aut, 43 if God would upbraid 
4 the irreligion and cruelty: af che Jews, with a petpo- 
1 cual character ofitheir guilt before theit eyes iodeliably, 


in exacting all the blood of righteous perſons, from Abel 


meren... d et eee 
3 Did not the orackes then cegſe after. the romeing of ou. 
MB : 9 11 2539 15101 101,909 e niz big vel 
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hecy of old Balaam 


Fegu 


o 


12244440 — 


Ay, 


* 


Jor 


, v5 


. WE; 5 


the Pagan authors t great notice; and it is related th at 
the oracle of Apollo was often heared to complain of tte 
Hebrew Child chat was born, and to cry“ Wot is me, 


lament with me, for the hour C: . giving. anſwers to them 


who addrels to iny alters is now taken trum m | 
Qn bat became of Herod after bis perſecuting of Crit 
in brs 1#/ancy, aud Naying tie children of Betbl hem-. 

c wore out his miſet able life, and was in continual 
fear of his own wi'e and ſons, whom, after he ha ccuell / 
murder d, fell into grief and deſperation, by reaſon Of 4 
loathſome ang incurable diſeaſe, of which he dird, and at- 
ons to ſtab himſelf, but was prevented by the Rande. s 

v. 
2. De you remember what is - ſaid to become of Archel. 4, 


b's eldeff Son, w o was @ terror to Faſeph, when he r.turne.l 


from Agypt. 


A. lic being left King by his father Herod, yet Aveuſtuy , 


would not contirm the lucceſſioa, but inſtead of tac King, 
made him Governor only of che fourth part of his dun- 
cons, and afterwards leizing on all h's eſtate, he Weg 
baniſh-«d i into Fr.nce, were he died milerably.. 

2 th: 'ecome of tler d Antipas, brother to Arche aus, 


«ho put Fobn Baptiſt to death, and Joffe 4 al our Sauieur - 
4b „ he was brought before bim. 


A. Herud wita hls concubine, before our Saviour's 


Paſſi»n, were both wages by th: FMpæror Cejus, upon 


accul ation of Aj , his neareſt kipſman, and cos tu ma- 
Jouſly baniſhed int F. rance, and afterward into tg den:. 
places of pain, where they wand. red about in gre'<7 mi- 
jcry abandened of all nen, ended their wicked lies. 


iat became of Her. dias ber * d g., why 


requrred Jobn B "ne 5 head. 


A. Our bleſſed Lord likewiſe ſhewed his omnipoten ey ia 
flencing all the Heathen Oracles at his birth, dt Nach 


; 
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_. 
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TY Fe 8 reported ſhe bbigh Torecc to p ſs over a. frozen 
river, the ice broke and her head was cut off thereby, 


without hurting the body, to the admiration of all th 


ſpectators. 2 410 96 

2; What Zciine of - Herod Az e, E bo acc uf 4 ee 
* Petrarch, or Guverno” of Galile. 

A. tie having tain Jams and inforifoned Peter; was 
in a put e afſembly of the Princes aid Nohles at Cafaria, 
truck from heaven with a moſt horrible diſeaſe, whereby 
* hiswhols body purretiee, and was eaten with worms. 

® IWhat became of Ponti ious Pilate, who Aras n 
u ce 4 egaint) our Savzour. _ 

A. He falling into diſgrace with Judea, went Rome te 
Italy; - and' there heing negl. cted and diſcountenanced>by 
the Emperor, he fell in- o desperation, and k:]led himſelf 


5 with his -own hands. 


9, M bo was he that would be cor fippud 3 es. Cod. 

A. Cullizula, who, in contempt of all divine HERS 
would be v orſhipped as God, was murdered by his own 
Kine red. 

2 Ibo was the 6 Emperor that perſecuted th; Chrig 
nan 1s and what became of him 

A. Nero was the firit hat perſecuted them, and aft r he 
had put to death Peter and Paul the Apoltles at Rom-, 


and murdered his o-Rfñ mother, brother, wife, and Seneca 


his maſter, was ſo abhorred of all, that the Senate con- 
d 3 him to te put in the piliory, and to be wipped to 
/ & ath za hich to avoid he New himte lf, complaining that 
he had neither friend nor foe to ditparch Rim. 
ttag'cal deaths hat all the Emperors' from Tiberius to 
Coalcantiae the 
- Chriſtian religion, and died peacably in his bed. F6r three 
Hunched ycars betone few or none «Ars bps divine verge- 

n ace 
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The like 


reat, che latter of whom eſtabliſhed the 


frozen 
hereb) 7 
all t ne 


; Perl 
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hert by 
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fen. 
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that 
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ance, whoſe miſerable veaths,, a noble Chrittn, abdve 2 


th ufand, years ago, wrote, to fhe w that they all fell hy 


the pow roof Jclus ; beſides Ilia the Apoit..t: „and Va- 


jens the Heretic, were ma 0 inſtances ot Divine vengt ance 
for the'r deteſt ible enorm ties. 


N abet befel the Jer: fer eraxeiſiing the Saviour of 1hd | 


world 
A. Lhe Jewiſh N relates ſuch iorcler: ble Glam 


ties and. mit ries that b tel them hen after our Savipur's 
Aſcenſion, as can bardly be imagined; fitſt by Pilate tlu ir 


Governor, and then by Piotornius poder Caligula, and 


ſcveral others afterwards, whick ma de thenvat length rchel 
againſt the Roman, which haitened their. uttir tuin and 


extirpation by Hitus Veſpaſian, with the burning of their 
temple, ard defltuQion of ]-rufalgm, cleven hundred thou 


fand of them bring lain ia the ede, ſcventy touſaad taken 
riſoners who wer < either but ta d: ath, carrie.) in triumph 
or. ſold for llavts | in all parts of the wor d. 


2, Wh. t time is it ſaid that this wii verſal deſtruction of the 


. happened. 
A. lt is very remark: ble, that their utter deſtruction 


came u. * 1 them Juſt forty yeers af (r out Savicur's death 


namely, at the feait of the Paſſ5ver, when tho whole natioh 


out of all countrys and tribes were aſſembied together, an 
that by the hands or the Roman Cas lar, for whom 1hiey; 
rej-cted Chriſl' ſaying, We have no King bat Ceelat®” 
and as they e Chriſt on mount Olivet, Titus 


plante the firſt b tiery for their deſtructior, upon that 


mount; and as they led Chriſt from Caiphas to Pilate, fo 
they were halrd and dywn from John to Simon, and 
leoutged, ani tormented before then? tribunal ſears ; gain 
as] clus was Scoffad at, baten and vill moully created by 


the ſolders in Pits te's #8 ace, © were the J. with Nt ble: 
Mme, 
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8 * Governors; Dc beater, and eri by 
ius lame tefdiers. Joſephus affirms, that 500 of them 
© 1utfeied this opprobrious death inone "Jos; inſomuch that 
the place they died in, Huld hardly contain £.» many cruff- 
er, bor could they ſcarce find crotics to execu'y them on. 
+ 9 IWhat l etame of thafe fixty thouſand that T.tus ſett as 
8 prefect 70 bis faiher Vejpaian at Rome 

A. They vere molt put to death for the Emperor” T 
_Gixerfionz and Joſephus fays, he faw with his on eve, 
ſittecn hundred murdred in one day; by combats among 
:theaſ-lves, and fiftecn with wild beats, for the E mperors 


Pleaſure, and o hers were made bon fires of in the time of 


riumph and others condemned to the quiry to dig and 
how ſtones all their lives. 

Mas this of Titus the utter and ti tal ruin of the 
7 * 

A. After Titus Adr an, deſtrayed an Mn tte mul- 
titus e, und Tent his Lieutnant Severus to extinguiſh the 
Whole Mer of. them, who relned ninety eight towns and 

villages, and flew five hundred and eighty in one day; 
"i r. zed the walls and ancient buildings of Jerufalem, fo 
that one tone was not left upon another, and changed 
the name ol it unto Fiiah, after that of his maſter Eſias 


Adriana, and made a mw that it ſhould be death for any 
Jcviſh fave to return thither, or ſo much as to look fron} 


| wg high place toward thatfcounry again. 
2. 4s there were n any f the Jews converted and wa. 
7 rcome Chri;.ians in Jeraja em, did thiſe ſuffer in the deſtruc 
ien of Jeruſa em, 
A. There wete many that had embrated the doctrine o 
the Apoltles, : and believe:tin Chritt, in and about Je 
fuſelm but Ladtanius relates, that after they had put to 
druth the two James's, and biniſhed both Peter and Paul 
| ard others, chat Chritt, who has aſs a care O his 
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; (33) | 
own, appeared to Peter: att Paul,” ar Rome, before their 


mat yrdom, and declared that within three or four years 
he would be revenged of Jeruſalem, and that generation. 


which he favs, they revealed to the Chriſtians in Juves, 
whereupon Eutebias faith, they departed ſrom Jerufelem 
not lony befcre the ſiege began, to a tun called Pilla, be- 
yond Jorden-to which Jeſus had directed them, it Feing 
Ander the Government of Agripps, who being at amity 
with the Romans, would be ſafe. 

2 Who was the Enper 
faith ard proc aimed liberiy unto tles. 


A. Conſtantine the Grear, was the firſt that eſtabliſhed 


the Chriſtian Religion. died reacebly in his bed, which 
for 3co yeats before, few or none eſtaped Divine Jultite 

Which was the firſt Heathen coun 1 bes embraced the 
Chriſtian Religion. = 

A. Of all other mations in the world none earlier em- 
d-aced the Chriſtian Religi 
Egypiians, demoliſhing their domus images before any 
other Heathets nation, and giving example to other coun- 
trys to do the ſame ; ſo they were the fi: who after the 
Inneiitg of Chriſtrerurned to the worſhip of the true God 
9. Do y u mind the apology that Turtullian wrote to the 
Heathen 1 in defence of the derek. phage r in oo 
time 5 1 the fourth per ſecution. 
A. In a few years Chriſtianity was ſpread all refit 


world, that the Roman Emperor began to dread che eff 


and their aver ſaties repreſenting them as traitors and 


enemies to their government; Tertullian argues with che 
Emperor thus It we were enemies to the ſtate, you | 
might then go ſeek reo cities and countrys-to-govern, 
Fnce you would have more adviſaries tag ſoyal frbjects ö 


tw ne, 


in your em. ire; we have fille! your Cities ) our 


or that embraced the, Chriſtian | 


ion, with wore readineſs than the 


your 
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= {ball hays trouble, y0w;thall- be as ſhrep among wolves, 


| Anck meaſure and. not by. 
.  edictof Cyrus to gain followrs for the perſecuting bis ein 


„„ 140 


_ Sr prvidcs yu calkles, your fortreſſes, your camps, 


Your tents your places, your ſenates, your market pl.ces 
andyqur-iflands .aply, we have left your idolatrous temples 


8 40.) durſelves, allithe places being full of Chriſ ans: If 


WE Mere enemies what dangerous rebellions Mibt ve have 
mage, thaugh our numbers be but ſmall, in compariſon 
of che: reſt of your. people, ſince we ſo little value our lives, 


de e e 3.2 be nain daily by your hands: 


this, ſays he, is your ſafety, that notwithſtanding your un- 
jut pelſe cmidu of s, we are: patient, loyal, and obedient, 
and that the Chriſtian Religion Jn: us; nacher to b: 
killecl than kill: e 


5 M bat was the encour agement of Gm. the. Perſo 7% 
Exer hr cumſed 16 be Prodlaimed: fer mer who would enliſt. in 


Wis Jenwees vo nos oaths 
A. His proelamation was, that e RT be this * 


ſolcliers 1 if he be 4 fobtman, ſaid he; I will make him 
d horſeman, if an horſeman, 1-will gies; him ride in his 


chariot; it hehe a farmer I will: make; hic a gentleman 
if he poſeſs acottagey I wit be ſco on; h ni A village at 
he has a village, f will give him a city; if heche a Lord 
ot a city Iwill make him Governor ot a provirce; ang 
for gold and ſi: ver I will: pour it ear on him by weight 
This was te pomt ons 


2 as. Chriſt's propoſali after Ibis manuer of . to. 


Jar ud ſexuerunder his bannen. 132 1 I 


A. Now but contrari x iſe; his 1 were, repert, 
-ofiLeavtn is-atchand ; in this world; ou 


Auer, lack pe you up 10 the\Counets, and, S Jon 


F od Kiogs, Bd ſhall be. A ed of all men for my name's | 


- 
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rde 


t 75 7 


ale; fy 5 any man be my diciple, lechim deny k mile 
and take up his crofs and follow. mez- whoſoever ſtalk - 
fave his life for my ſake, ſhall loſe 1 it; and finally che 
lays, i ady man come to me, anch hate hot his facher nd 
mother, wife and children, his brethrenamfiſieryoyess 
his own life alſo, he cannot-be-myodiciple; + 2 1 A 
His encouragement: being ſo rontrary to we. natuvab 
affections of men, did be get many followers; ©, * 


A. Though Chriſt's diſcouraging dofribeziſs comtary 
to mans natural and ſenſu. ] appetite, yet gained more 


hearts in forty years, than ever any monarch in the worlii; 
by propoſing che French e and advantage to theit 


deaf 0 4 Wo] 11 Letz 
2. Lid: 71% leave ay writing to bis follwets as other 


lowgivers did. bf Bat 


A. Oer Saviour left nothing wrote: by: bimfalf, but 
palled out of this world in ipnocence and fi} nce, wiche ut 
any oft ntat os of hi; own actions, that the pro- 


pheſy of Ezekiel might be fulfilled, That there ſhould 


Se four undkerivable v wi nelses, which day and nightthou Id 


'withour ccaſ ng. preach, exiol, and mag ity ch: dir Lord and 


maſter. 

2 What account does 70, phus the Ire lh give 
v our lied Saviour. * 

2 * Joſephus writes chus, « In theſ- times live Jeivs;- 
a very mile. man, if it be lawful to call hm a min., 5 caulk 


in tru h he did marvellous things, and was maſter and 
teacher to them that loved him, and ſought after the rut 


The Jews and Gentil.s followed him :n great numbers; 
an d thoogh he was afterward accuſed by ſame. of the chief 


950U-. r: li on, and crucihed, yt he was no for ſaken of 


thoſe thu followed him; and three days after his death 


le appear.d unto them, accord! ing as he Prophets had qu 


phgh.c 9 
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Pheſted of Kim. And N . in our * the dodrine 
dad the names of Chriſtians ande and is ſpread all 
Str theiwagld?? ; eee hon nyt HE ed 27g 
2. What is further rdated of Chriſt, beſides what we find 
in Holy Scripture [4:4 bb; 
A. In the 34t eee aunblelied Savi urs li ehe a8 
C tuciſid by. the wicked "Jews; which produced prod gi- 
ous effects, atteited-as ell by the Heathens as Chr ſtians. 
At his d ath-th:te were great darkncts in the day time, 
at three.v? clock, at which time our Saviour gave up the 
ghoſt, ill ſix : and y t there were no eclipſe of the ſun, it 
. _ beitg, then ſull moan; ſo that it was only the pow r of 
Goch, that deprived the ſun of its light oe. that Toes. L 
Fine. and Dongſius being hat day at Athens, and know- 
ing by the courſe of the hervens, that this eclipſe muſt 
3 — unnaural cried out Either the world muit No at an 
end, or ch · God of nature ſuffers l“ and the wiſe men of 
athens being aſtoniſhed; at this prodigy, ordered an a ter 
£5 be built, and dedicated ic t. the unknown Go |; for 
which St. Paul reproved them ; relating that J-ſus Chriſt, 
the Redeemer of the world, who hai ſuffeied death by 
the Jews, was the unknown God; whercby he e 
_ many to the Chriſtian F. itil. 

9. What accounts do the Romans give of Chrift. 

A. Ia the /reign' ef Tiberius. Ca:tar, L:ntulas, the 
A224 Governor c Juden, wrote the following letter io F 
th Scuate: There appeared in theſe our days a man of B 
great virtue, called Jetus Chriſt, ho is yer living among bo 
Us, end of the people arcrpted as a propbet; but his own I th; 
d ciples call — the Son of God, He raiſeth the dead, W ref 
and cuteth all manner ef difeaſes a man tall and comely Pe 
of ſtature, with a very rezerend countena ce, ſuch as the UW im 
a may both fear and love ; macs the ey” the 

| Fo v ſio 


* 
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from thence downward” more orient of colour, waving 


di wa his ſbouideis; In the midſt o his his nead goeth'a 
ſeam, or partition of his har, atter the manner ot the Na- 
zarites ; his forehead very plain and ſmooth; his face with- 
out ſpot or wriukle. beautified with a comeiy red; his 


noſe and mbuth ſo formed that nothing can reprehend; 


his beard ſomewhat ihick, agreeable to the hair « fhis head, 
not of any length but torked in the midit 4 of an innocent 
look, eyes being grey, clear nd quick,. In reprov:ng he 


he is ſevere in admo iſnhing Wurteous and and friendly ; 
pleaſant in ſpeech, mixed with gravity; It cannot be re- 


membered that any have leen him laugh, but many have 


ſeen him weep: In proportion of body, well ſhaped, his 
hands and arms very de ecta le to behold; in ſpe aking. 


temperate madeſt, and wiſe: A man of hi ſingular beauty 


excelling the children of men ” 


a "Fr. - 
2 Did not the many miracles of the Apoſtles, convince all, 


that they were done by the power of God, © 

A. No; tor theie were ſeveral that-caluminated them as 
if they was done by magic art, a. d the 
as Julian and Nero, and dimon Magus, and others alledged 


who emulating the the miracles o the Apoſtles, ſtudied 


the vain ſcience,. in ordet to imitate them therein. 
2, Do you tot what become of Simon Magus. 


A. This Simon Magus, by his ſuotle cheats and dia- 
bolical devices, got him into high efteem with Nero. fo 


that the Emperoi made him his g reateſt favourite, and the 


reſt of the people accounted him a god,: 1 he Apoſile 
Peter being come to Rome, was grie ved to find the people 


impoſed upon with this ſorcerer, was reiolved to'u-maſk 


the tricks and deluſions of this viie impoſter. when fit occa- 
ſion preſented itſelf, as is A by Hegitipus. T vor 44 


Na 


of the cheſput full ripe, and plain down to. bis ears; büt 


power of the devil 
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| died at this time, faith he, a young man dear of a kin to 
the Empetor, for the raiſing of whom to life, there was a 
great conteſt between Peter and the magicians ;, the latter 


challenged:the Apoſſle to perform the ſame, who being 


ſtrong in faith readily wi thereof, and when. Magus 


and the devil were both 
this great miracle, Peter by the 


affled, not being able to do 
power of God, reſtored 


the perſon to life. The people being enraged to ſee /how | 
(77 — ſorcer Rad impſed 
him to dear, hat not 1285 4 
reſcued him; yet this had 
that a while after, he had the or folly to enter 


upon them, were ready te have ſtoned 
les charity and generoſity 
#Iittle  iofluence upon him, 


upon another bold undertaking, which was to fly up into 


heaven; but his artificial wings, or his two: inviſible devils, 
as it is ſaid, failing him, lie Fell to the ground with ſuch 


broken bones and bruiſes, as in a few Gays put an ward 


ö his e. 119.2009 © 
2. Was there ever an attempt made to rebuild the age | 
| of Feruſalem. © - 3. OY 


A. Yes, Julian the Apoſtars,” Emperor of Rome, who 
was once a Chriſtian, :but-afterward-'returned'to..:1dolairy, 


reſolved to builditheifame in deſpite of Ohriſt; and that 


this ptophecy might not prove true, That one ſtone 
ſhall not. be Jett 


pened, and fire iſfued out of the earth, deſtroyed all the 


men, and diſperſed all the ſtones, ſo that there nn 
a obe ſtoge that was left upo 


on mother... 
ir laying the fonda 


O. What happened at i 


A. There was a ſtone which'ſlipt From its place, and 
dilaorared the mouth of a cave cut in a took but the aver- 


ſeers of the work not being able to Tee the bottom of it. let 


N voy: A Ny gt ro wy bot- 
tom, 
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upon another; But when the workmen 
were laying the foundation, a dreadful earthquake hap- 


"oy 10 1177 N 
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tom, he was up to the aneles in water, and found the place 
four ſquare, and laying his hand ona little p.ller above wa- 
ter, he found a book wrapped in a clean linen cloth ; and - 


being drawn up, the ſpectators were amazed it ſhould be ſo 


freſh, laying in ſuch a dark hole: The book being opened, 


ſurpriſed, both the Jews and Grecians that were preſent ; 
they finding in the beginning of it theſe, words writ in 
capital letters: IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE 


WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH COD, 


AND THE WORD WAS GOD. And indeed, faith 


the hiſtorian, that Scripture did manifeſſly contain all the 
Goſpel which the beloved diſciple St. John had declared. 


L, there not an admirable ftory of the great Mogul in 
the Eaſt- Indies 0 e } 
Ves; it happened ſome 


that a juggler, of Bengal, brought a ape before tle Mogul 
that did many ſtrange feats: the King to try his ſkill, 
plucked a ring off his finger, and gave to one of his boys 


to hide, which he preſently diſcovered ; at laſt this fancy 


came into his head; There are many diſputes, ſays 
he, concerning the true prophet that ſhould come into the 
world. We are for Mahomet; the Perfians magnify 


Martis Aally; the Hindos, or Heathens, extol Aramon, + 


Ram, and others. The Jews are for Moſes, and the 


Chriſtians for Chriſt. ” Adding ſeveral others to the num- 


ber of twelve, whoſe. names he cauſed to be written on 
twelve ſcrells and put in a baſon. this done, he put his 
paw among them, and pulled out the name of Chriſt 
He then cauſed the names to be wrote again, in other 


ſcrolls, and the ape again pulled out the name of Chriſt as 
before. Upon this one of the Mogul's favourites ſaid, it 
as an impoſter of the Chriſtians, and deſired a third trial, 


years before Sir. Thomas 
Rowe was Ambaſſador from King James I. to his court 


1 
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with N names, r:ſecving” that of Chriſt in his 


han. The ape ſearching as before, pulled out his emp- 
ty. aw; whereupon the Mogul was told. that poſſibly 


the thing he looked for, was not there. The ape was bid 
to ſearch for it, who bringing out theſe eleven names one 
after another, in ſeeming indignation, rent them all to 


pieces, and catching the favourite by the hand, where 


the name of Chriſt was concealed, opened it, and held it 
up to the Mogul, without tearing it. Upon which the 
Mogul gave his keeper a penſion, calling h 


im the Divine 
ing ape. The truth wheregf, ſaith Mr. Terry, Chaplain 


to Sir Thomas Rowe, was confirmed by ſeveral perſons 
of different religions 


9. Is there not a firangs relation of an apparition that 


bh happened at Mahomet's tomb. 


A. Mr. Knowles, n his hiſtory of the Turks, affirms 
as a certain truth, th t in 620, a ſurpriſing viſion was 
Tecn at Medina, in Arabia, uh re Mahomet Yes buried, 


/ _- Which continued twenty days, terrifying the whole coun- 
+ try, On September he. 2oth in that year, a great tem 


peſt of win, rain, and thunder, happened about midnight, 


but when the ſky became clear, the people might plainly 


read in Arabian Characters, theſe words. O why will 


Fea believe in lies?“ And between, two and three in the 


morning, appeared a woman.clothed. in white, ſeeming 
to be encompaſſed with the fun, having a,chearful coun- 


- tenance, with a book in her hand; over againſt her were 


ſeven armies of Turks, Perſians, and Arabians, and other 


Mahometans. in battle array, ready to fight with her; but 

the keeping her ſtation, only opened the book; at which 
the armies fled, and preſently all the lamps about Maho- 

mit's tomb, went out; For when the viſion vaniſhed, an 
hour before fun riſing, a murmering wind was heared, tc 
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t in his 
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poſſibly 


was bid 


mes one 
n all to 
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Divine 
haplain 
perſons 


on that 


affirms 
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e coun- 
eat tem 
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plainly 
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and corrupting their lives ſo that God was 'wea 


inent ſigns and tokens, keeping our prophet from us, when | 
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which they imputed the extinguiſhing of | the lamps. 


9 What event happened threuyon. I 
A The ancient pilg uns of Iahomet's race were much 

amazed to underſtand tiic meaning of it, when one of the 
Prieſt's made this oration : ** The world never had but 


three true relig'ons, every one of which had a prophet:? 
Firſt, God choſe the Jews, and did wonders for them in 
Egypt, nd rough them from thence, by their prophet 


Moſes, an preſcribed them a law, wherein he would have 
maintained them, if they had not been obſtinate and re- 
belJious, ip falling into idolatry : whereupon he gave them 


over, and diſperſed them upon the face of the earth, Then 


reſently after God ſent a new prophet, who taught the 
Chriſtian reliz ion: This good man the Jews condemned 
and cruſified. for a ſeducer of the people, not being mov- 
ed with the piety of his lite, his great miracles nor his doc- 
trine : yet after his death, a few fiſhermen fo moved the 
hearts of the people, that the Monarch's of the world 
bowed down to his very title: and yielded to the com- 
mand of bis mineſters. But in proceſs of time they grew 
as corrupt as the Jews: the church i divided by 
names of Eaſtern and Weſtern, commited idolatry again, 
by ſetting up images, aud many other idle ceremonies, 
| of them, 
and forſook them, Yer God is till the Governor of the 
world, and hath himſelf raiſed up another prophet and 
a people even our Mahomet, giving him our nation; fo 
that no doubt we ſhall be happy for ever, if we can but 
ſerve this God aright, and take warning from the fall of 
others. But alas] I tremble to ſpeak of it; we have 
erred in every point, and have wilfully broke our'firſt in- 
ſtitution: So that God hath maniteſted his wra'h by em- 
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he tex a time to return with all N to 111 
a ; ſo that there are forty years paſt, by our account. 


An doubtleſs this the ſtrange and fearful yifion is a 


relage of ſome great troubles and alterations; for either, 
e opening the book in the woman's hand, doth fortel 
off from. the firſt intent of our laws whereas 
he armed men do part, as confounded with guilt of their 
_ nſeignges.: : or elſe it ſignifies ome other book wherein 


22 


ve wo 6 1 yet read, and againſt which no power ſhall | 
I fear our, 1 will prove corrupt, and 


. S0 
our A e A 


er; and then this Chriſt whom 
they talk o 


he hy the, Jun, my fer WP, his 


Q; What became of this noigbli | . | | 
A. The company that heared 0 A 85 bim with 


| blaſphemy, he was. put to death. I his relation , was con- L 


rmed by IGf Chior, a converted 


urk, who came to 
ndon in 1630, and added that the 


rand Seignior com- 


manded none to. ſpeak, of it upon pain of death. 


bat apple or fruit was that which Adam eat in Para- | 
ae "and brought fin and death upon bis poſterity. . 

A. It is uncertain; ; for the oly Scripture mentions it 
not: the authors vary in their opinion; - ſome. ſay, it is a 
Perſian apple, growing where Paradiſe was ſituated ; but 
the moſt likely is what the Romans believe, Which is a 
Musk apple, ad wherever i it is ud. a cruſifix aþpeary 
in it. 

— He bat baitl Was that which was ſought, wobere none 
cap 

8 A. The Red Ses where Pharoah and his whole Hot 

were drowned. . LS 

2, What account & the ancients ive 9 Babel. = 

A. Ic was the famous Rn after 
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Nimrod 
Faifice 2 reli | the fury 'of a ſecond deluge ; but this coun- 


cil was not Fr ly. received by Heber 8 W WHO 
0 


oppoſed. ſu reſumptuous attempt. H 


owever* th 
begun. to raiſe the tower of Babel 2 


461 paces flom tlie 


ground, its circumference being agiceable. "The paffage 
room for. 
t, vic 
graſs and cornfields. And wonderful it was to configer © 


up was winding and broad, there being not on 
horſes, c carts, &Cc, but lodging . for man'and, 


that eight perſons only came out of Noah's Ark, and this 
building was carried on by 500,000 men, the foundation 
being 9 miles round. But God, by the confuſion of 
tongues, put a ſtop to their works, one not being able to 


underſtand another, which 1s thus wittily expreſſed by 


the oer: 


„ 


Bring me a trowel, quoth one, quickly, quick, 


One brings him up a hammer; hew this brick, 
Another bids, and then they cleave a tree, + 
Make faſt this rope, and then they let it flee, 

One calls ſor planks, the other morter lacks 

They give the firſt a ſtone, the laſt an ax, 

One would have nails, and him a ſpade they give; 
Another asks a ſaw, and gets a ſieve. 

Thus croſsly cros'd they call'd and raid in vain . 
What one hath made another ſpoils again, | 
This made them leave their work, and like mad fools. 
Scatter Br work , and tumble down their tools. 
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A. The land about Sodom and Gomorrah, were there 
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, were thirteen cities built on a fruitful foil ; a pleaſant 
Paradiſe, but they ſinned greatly, wherefore God rained 
-bcimſtoge and fire from heaven which deſtroyed” their 
whole land, leaving not one ſtone upon another to ſhew 
their former glory, there remaining a ſulpherous ſmell 


that ſtifles the birds, beaſts and fiſhes. There are apples 


.of a beauciful colour, but within are full of fuſpherous 
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| JERUSALEM was 2 pr ineipal city | in u Joſhi | ET I 
* time, when Adonizebeck was King, who was 4 
mee Nain by him: Vet the Jebuſites held it fout hundred ©, - _* 
hy years after, till David won it, though the inhabi?: 
| tants boaſted their blind and lame ſhould defend * 
3 it, 2 Sam. v. 6. David ſtrengthened ic with caſ-, 9 


1 tie, and beaurified it with pala s; after this Sol 

co mon Enlarged it, and furth beautißed an f tor. . 
tified it; the palaee gates and walls e uld not b: 
Matched in all the world, and had w thin the walls 
one hundred and fifty thouſand N beſide 
Vomen 90 children; Da 
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247; The Wü der about it were ſixty feet deep, cut” - 
| aut of a ſohd rock and two hundred and fifty — 
Not long after, ns of pe took it, 
: and 
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and became maſter of Solomon's riches, and King 
| David's ſpoil, which he had taken from many 
nations, 2 Kings Xiv. It was again plundered, and 2 
_.- paint he "al taken denn by. Joaſh, King of . 
= Iſrael, in Ameziah's reign, 2 Kings xvi. Not long L; 
| after, Ahaz, the 15th King of Judah, ee a : 
the temple, to preſent Tiglathpilnezer with -the 
treaſure thereof, and Manaſſes loſt what remained, pi 
1 Chron. v. . ; f 


Aud Nebuchadnezzar laid this glorlous city, ft 

with the temple, palace, walls, and towers, even to 11 

1 the ground, 2 Kings. xix. After eighteen months "Gr 
3 fiege, in the eleventh year of Z£cgekiah, the, nin;h . { 
Kay of theffopfth month, which vas the eightcenth- 2 
= year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign, the Princes of 7 
Babylon ſurpriſed and took this brave city: pre- * 
ſently after Nebuzaadon, General of the Babylonian 8 
army command by Nebuchadonozor, ſpoiled. the . 

|. temple, carrying away the veſſels of gold. and ler 2 

and the great laver given by King Solomon, and $0\ 

burned. the temple the firſt day of the next month, ew 

Which was twenty-one days after the ſurpriſa}, four 5 


E hundred and ſeventy years, fix months and ten days, 
3 after the foundation thereof: one thouſand and 
fſixty-tyo years, fix months, and ten days, after the 
departure ot the people out of Egypt; one thouſand | 
nine hundred and fifty years, and fix, months, 
| dle flood; one thouſand ſive hundred and thir-; vir 


5 teen years, ſix months, and ten days, after the cre - | ad 

ga ation. Thus and then was the city of Jerulalem n 

aßen, and for ſeventy years remained the Jews in re. 
F1 nen,, dE gi. ul 1o6k 

Dis 9 2 2 

| | : a 0 5 =— up 

| | vt 


of KL was built again by Nehemiah, Chron. 1. 2, 24 
|| The temple and city were ſpoiled again by Burgoſes, 


. 
. 


<5 5 Lieutnant to Artaxerxes z then by Ptolamus the ; "i 
"of Firſt then. by Antichus Epiphanes, and again by 5 J 
d Appolonius's deputy: after which it was taken by, ' © Þ 


Pompy, and. robbed by Craſſus in his Parthiin ex- 
pedition. Yet all the loſſes the temple and city ſus. 


TA tained, were repaired by Herod the Great, who en- 4 
ts | larged the city, new built the temple, and left boten 
hs ſtately and glorious. It was encompaſſed with three , | 

#4 ſtrong walls; the third wall had ninety towers, the 


"HS ſecond wall had fourteen, and the old wall had fixty *\ 
F I Agrippa built a fourth wall ten cubits high, but did. 

not finiſh it, leſt Claudias Cæſar ſhould think he de- 4 
n ſigned to rebel; yet the Jews afterwards built it 
he twenty cubits high, and raiſed a battlement two 1 
cubits, and built three. towers thereon : all their 


I towers were built of white marble, each ſtone being 

th. twenty cubits long, ten broad and five thick, ſo Fs 
bur curioully joined that they ſeemed but one ſtone, ang 
's, ie compals of the city, from the norch to the weſ | 
nd was forty three-furlongs. _ : e eee 

= | Within the city, was the King's palace, ſurpaſſing, ſt = 

hs, all the world for largeneſs and workmanſhip, in- 

r., vironed with a wall, which was thirty cubits high, 
re- adorned with towers, and beautified with houſes fr 
m I an hundred of the nobility, and in every room were 5 

in many veſſels of gold and filver, and porches adorned ; 

K wp curious pillars : and many pleaſant walks, with 

"Tt: all manner of trees; and fountains, which ſpovted., 


up water, with ciſterns 'and brazen ſtatues, from 
which ran water continua'ly, Y 55 


— 


4 75 * N | 
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Tie temple. was built upon! a oak wack. 
3 and t plice a The op vas not at firſt bi * 
pos <---mple an coprt. the hill being very ſteep z... 
= beit he people. everyday brought earth thither, and 
= they at aſt made it plain ani latge enough, and 
with wonderful -uriofity and Jabour, inclofed three 
with "which wee many days labour with the coſt _ 
of al 6. + ly treafure offered ro God from all 
= = he foundation of the temple was laid three 
=. undted cubits deep; the porches were double ſũp- 
13 JED by ns WA villars twenty⸗ five e Tar a1 
of one piece of marble; the tops of ceder, ſo exct- 
FR hy wrought as aſtoniſhed the beholders ;the porches ' 
Ver thirty cubits broad, and the compaſs of the-* 
—_ _rerple wx fix furlongs; 1 the courts were curjouſly | 
=. ay=d, and wrought-with all ſorts of ſtones, and the 
Sites Were covered with mighty plates of gold, only 
ane with Corinthian braſs,which for beauty excelled 
ttzhe other; dazzling the eyes of the ſpectators. 
wv  _  .*Phen'the Holy of Holies or Satictum, San- 
go _ torum, ſithated in the midſt, had tw-el ve ſtairs ta go 
. uß to it; the fote patt of it was an hundred eubits 
1 and as many broad, and backwards it was 
forty cubits on each fide 3 it had, as it were, two 
moulgers, in heighttwenty cubits. and twenty- five 
I wide, and hack no doors, to ſhew that heaven was 
1 1 5 always op-n. KH the four parts were gilded within 
3 and coyeręd with fine; gold the inner part was di- 
_— - LING two rooms, whereof the firſt only m ght 
13 be feen, which was in height ninety cubits, in 
length forty, ad in breadth twenty. Round about 
| 8 the W U is a golden vine, whereon hung: grapes in 
chutters, being fi 2 W it 7 Solden . 
23221 _. 
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fed three 
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| Cefar-who then reigned profp-rovfly ; 
thought it o be the Fropher, ſaiah ſpeaks of, that” 
ſhöuld have the government upon his ſhoulders, 
even the Saviour of the world, which the Avangeliſt 


EF: 


| kfty five cubits FRY and "WER broad; end euro 


hanging of the ſame length, wrought with purple 
velvet, ſcarlet, and ſilk. All the fabrick Was 10 


exquilire and rich, that none could imagine a7 


'workmanſhip wanting, for it was all covered with 


maſly plates of gold, which aſtotiſhed the be. 


holgers ; the top was all ſet with rods of gold, 


fharp at the tac Ef birds Would lit cherevn, and. 
err the noly place. : ve 


earth; and the learned thought it to. be Augüſtus 
and others 


me ntions of the Angel appearing to the ſhepherds, 


and Ster which directed the wiſe : men of the Eaſt 
to find out the place « of his birth. So that ve” pores 


oy 


4 the new earth, with a new for was Bleſs &- 
So beaven with 4 nw 1 A Was are. 


a Chriſt's birth thi 8 at ding; deere: 


to th god Pan, fell to the earth; and when it was 


built, the Romans addrefled the oracle Apollo, to 


know how long it thould endure; who anſwere d, 


"Me a virgin OP bring ani chili; which oy = 
| jugged 


5 1 2 42 | = 


| Ob Sabo eur born in the year of the vorld 
: 3840 and in the forty third year of Auguſtus (æſar 
many remarkable things were ſeen in the heavens, 
Which cauſed the Wiſe-men to conclude that fome 
more than ordin ary perſon would appear upd,, the 


* 


en 
5 judged impoſſible, therefore they believed that their 
- temple ſhould laſt eternally. 4 * 


That night that Chriſt was born, there appears 
in Spain at midnight, a cloud with ſo gteat a light, 
that it ſeemed like mid day. St. Jerome writes, 
that when the virgin fled with her fon into Egypt, 
that all the images of the gods tumbled from their 
alters to the very ground; and that the oracles, or 
anſwers, Which theſe gods, or rather devils, uſed to 
give, chen ceaſed, and never anſwered afterward. _ 
| The firſt year after Chriſt's birth, there were 
many ſtrange things that happened in Germany 
add Rome, and a terrible eclipſe of the ſun. At 
t elfth year of his age, he diſputed with the dectors; 
and It that time there appeared a terrible comet, 
and ide light of the ſun apparently failed, and the 
heavel\s ſeemed to burn, and. fire beams fell from 


- 


* 
5 
1 7 
„ 0 
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them.) In the twenty -ſecond year of his age. 


ſeyerg l bloody comets were ſeen, and the river 
a / NN 1 171 1 | 1 
 overflowed the city of Rome, ; Ty Li. 1 
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* TIERE. 8 in the our Wh 55 a maß 
of great virtue, called 
who is yet living amongſt us, and of the people 
is called a Prophet, but his own Diſciples call 

a7 him The- Son of God. He raiſeth the 
86 cureth all manner of Diſeaſes ; a man of. ature 
« ſom-what tall and comely, with a reverend cou 
« tenance, ſuch as the beholders may both 27 
and loye; his hair is of the colour of he e 

* full rip e, and plain down, almoſt to His $ cars, ut 


& from, ene downward ſomewhat. cur 970 bay” 


T more orient of colours, waver 77 5 mod b 
7 ſhoulders ; ;.in the mjdſt of, his he; frank 
« of his hair, oc parting, like "the Nazarites ; hi 
, forehead | vel f lain and ſmooth z his face 1 withou 
& ſpot or. wrin 

67 bs noſe and mouth ſo formed, that 'othing? 95 


1 yk 15 'T tf ; * be 
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JESUS CHRIST, 


dead, api \ 


e, beautiſied with "I come ly red at 
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_ N 
de . his 0 thick, the colour of 


iche hair of his head; his eyes grey, clear and 
quick; In feproving Che is ſevere. in-counſelling 
"©. courteous and fair aber Pleaſant in ſpeech, - 
Ef” m xed with gravity ; it oannot be remembered 3 
thatany have ſeen him jaugb, Lon en ny have | 
+ "ſeen him weep: In proportion of body, well 

- © ſhaped, and; ſtrei, Jn ys hangs and) arms very 
9 deleckable to behold: In ſpeaking very empe- 

rate, modeſt and wiſe : man, for his ſingular 

* * beauty? far exceeding the. ſons of men. 


Wich ihe. fene year of Chriſt's life, he 

rudified by the hands of the wicked Jews, which 

2 d mary ' miracles, atteſted both by heathens 

Bc... and e At his death there was a mighty 
'. © Qarkneſs in the-day time, from fix til nine, that 8, 
= om our twelve to hrec in the #fternpon, and yer. 
__— . :/ po. eclipſe of the ſun, it being full moos, ſo it way, 
1 1 2 raty to the order of nature. but the erin 0. 
God we abs the fun of 1 it light. 8 | 


—_/ ©" Dennis the Areopagate, being that a5 in auen 
n 3 ſeeing the da nels, cried with a loud vol 
5 5 Either the world is at an end, of the G04 of 
ature ſuffers, ** Then the n men of Athens being 
Aſtoniſhed, built an alter to the unknown God; 
155 atterwafds St. Paul declared, to them that the 
- poknown God was Chriſt who ſutterd that day. 
Wer be converted many to the chriſtian faith, 5 


| It i is likewiſe acknow!-dged by Plutarch, 3 
an henchen, chat alter the death of Chriſt, not * 


\ 


* 


VVV 

the oragles of Egypt ceaſeci, but through all he 

Vorid, of which he can give no res ſon. be ng 

ignorant of chriſtianity: However ſata nid p ainly 

acknowledge himielf overcome by the death of 
Chriſt, and could never give any anſwer atter ward. 

The words of Plutarch to Emibus the or or, c n- 

- _ .cerning. the matter arc as follows : ** My rather 
comeing by fea towards Italy, and coaſting by: 
night about an Iſland not inhabite'i, caiied Paræx's 

* when moſt in the ſhip were at reit, hey heargd: 

2 fearful voice, which came from that Ittand, 

that cailed upon Alaman, who was the Pilot of 

the ſhip and an Egyptian born; though this. voice 
was hrared once of twice, yet no man had the 
eourage to an wer it tili the third time, when”; the 
pilot anſwered, // bo is there ? Who is that” calls f 
bat would yen bave? Then the voice poke 
more hi, h and taid, Alaman, I require that when 
you paſs near the Gulph of Languna, you make 
them "underſtand that the great god Pan is dead. 

At theſe words all in the ſhip were aſtoniſhed, and 

concluded that the pilot ſhouid not take notice of . --7,- 

the voice nor to (tay in the gulph to utter theſe = 

q, _ words if they could go beyond it: Now going oa 

1 their voya-e, and comeing to the place before men- 5 

| tioned, the ſhip. ſtood fill, and the fea ws calm, _— 

pm they could get no further; whereup-n they re- 
folved that Alaman ſhouid pe torm his embaſſuge, 

0 d he placed himſelf on the poup of the ſhip, aud 

£Y cried aloud; e it known unto you that the 

great god Pan is dead. when he ad ute red theſe 

” | wordy, they heared * mourntul a .c8, 1 | _ 
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| Fer 8 chat cd for ſonie ti 


temple, faying with a terrible voice, 


have: away out x cf tis place, let us bus rb fon, | 
.* 


were begun by Jehonanan and Simeon who de 


(94), 


which ſurpriſed thoſe in the ſhip; but having 31 
7 they followed their courſe, and arved 
at Rome, and told the adventure, and told A \ 


> Emp ror, all the truth thereof. 


Where it Siding, that 3 em 6 


| "Headed by the death of Chriſt, and it is ſuppoſed | 
that this God Pan is not to be reſtrained, only to 


ide God of the ſhepherds, but wis rather fome. 


maſter. devil, who loſt his power: and empire, as 
Fo bad done 15 8 8 A cr - 
hri Os | 


About forty. years after the tracks of Chriſt, the 
Jews bad many waraings ſhewed them from heaven, ; 
the y. ar before Veſpaſtan came, in the feaſts of 
weeks, the pi ĩeſt — a man wa in the 


me let 


Now the ſius of the Jews bait come to o the folk 
height, who with cruel hands had crutified the 
Lord cf Life, that innocent b'ood which they defired 
might fall upon them and their children, it began 
now to be avenged upon them 3 For the civil wars - 


ed all the corn and-fruits without the ity, raviſhed! 


che citizens wives and daughters, and ſhed floods of 


ianocent blood. . The citizens being weary of this 


5 3 * » FO? think ing he 
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| "would help them; but he joined the other rebel and 
reigned month about, till led, 
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at laſt they quar 


between themſelves. 


Then there was nothing but ſlaughters and 
blaod-ſhed, fo that the bload of the Jews ran through * 
the ſtreets, even ta the temple of the Lord, like a 
Q20d, all that the ſeditious oyercame, they ſet their 
houles on fire, fo that they burned 1400 ſtore-houſes 
that were full of corn, wine and oil, which cauſcd 
8 ſudden famine in Jeruſalem, Thus God viſited 
the city with four plagues at once, -wz. fword, 


peſtilence, famine, and hre : to which the fifth was 


add:d, the ruin and deftruftion of all the glorious 


duildipgs ; fo that there was 3 deſolations, 


pollutiens of the temple, and all holy tl. ings, and 


uptoars withaut any reſt ; no help, no ſuccor, but 
every corner was full of howling, yelling, weeping, 


wailing, ſobbing and &ghing of women ard children 


and aged men ftarving for want of bread, and 


vthers roaring of their wounds; ſo that all manner 


of miſeries oppreſſed the inhabitants for he wag 


thought a happy man that was deed befare that 


* 


At this time veſpaſian with his army was laying 
in Galilee, and from thence. he went to Rome, ty 


receive the Imperial crown, and left his fon Titus 


with the half of his army to b fiege Jeruſalem, 
bur ts tarry at Alexandria till further orders. To 


whom Titus anſwered, ** That I ſhall do, dear fa. 
ther, for ugta you it belongeth to comm and, aud 


4 — 


„ 


ke b "he firſt year of the reign of Veſpaſian „ Tuns 
ere his army and found tnem ae for 
the fie e of Jeruſalem : he then marched to Samaria 
and fr therce to Atelonia, thirty furlongs from 

ferufalem, whe he pitched his camp, and tie next 
5 1h he brought his whole army to Jeruſalem, a 
_ Title before the feaſt of-the unleavened bread, which 
was April. the 14th, fo that an infinate number 
of people that came to celebrate, were all ſhut up 
in the city. which raised a famine ; oxen's dung 
was ſi at a dear rate; ſo was old leather, and ſome. 
women boiled their children and eat them, 


"Wow Titus approached the wall of the city, 
an] pitched his camp about the river Peſephin a, 
-raifed a mount, and with a battering ram broke into 
the city, May 7: and afterward he raiſed four other 
- mounts, and 4 himſelf maſter of the ſecond 
wall. and built twelve caſtles thereon, ſo that none 


could paſs either in or out, whereby the peſtilence a 


and famine raged within, and ſword without the ci- 
. ty, that multitudes periſhed;, from April the 14, 
t5 July following; there were buried by the com- 
mon charge of the city, fix hundred thouſand car- 
caſſes, and mult'tudes thrown into empty houſes, 
and over the walls, who f. Iled the ditches with dead 
| bodies, Titus intenqed to fave the temple from fire 
when ſome of the city was in flames, by ſetting a 
par! over it: but the ſeditious who raiſed the 
fire, ſlew every man of the guard, which - Litus 
J earing, brobght his whole army thither. At that 
time a ſoldier of the {ditions took a flaming fire- 


rand, and eaſt it through the golden window into 


7 ng "CF, 
the temple, and others ſer fite to the 


- 1 


after the gold grow hot, the teæmple began rg, bi 
and immediatly the whole fabrick was in a flache, 


8 

13 

n- and the Holy of Holies was laid open to the view 
1 NO 

a 

h 


of all there preſeat. molt "rot nw cy oh te £ 


r ACT ans b i - SRR_s 
FA This happened the, ſecond yelr af ths "reign of 1 
dt Veſpaßan g and, the fame month that it en 1 
p by Nebuchadnezzer, Titus drew; his ſword, to {a 
g tte holy place, bat the, flames raibed; through al 
10 parts of the temple in 2 moment, ſo that none co 
2 lave it e. The, Jews fecing, all go te, deſtructiongn 

before their eyes, they then threw themſelves intg 5 


the fire, ſaying, Why ſhould we live longer? 
- Now there — no temple aeg the foi of | olies 
0 was burnt. Titus entered it, and ſaw the glory 
er i, and ſaid, „I well perceive that this is no other 
id then the houſe of God, and the dwelling: place | 
ne |. the King of Heaven; the God of Heaven, we 
ce * is the God of this houſe, take vengeance on the - M 


; ſeqditious, whoſe heineous deeds have brought this 
4» evil upon themſelves, and this place. 


1 e434 *%.. i 


n- ff 2 0 I lets. den Set o " cl 22 

ns. | On September the ſeventh, Titus,” commanded - 
% all the lower city to be... ſer on fire, and aflaulted 
ad the upper city, breaking over their fences, and de- 


re | ftroying all before them with fire and ſword ; then 


a be commanded the city and temple tg be razed to 
he | the foundation, and the ground to be forthwith 
ys plowed, And Jehonan and. Shimeon were ſent 
rat priſoners to Rome, with ſeven hundred of the Jews, 
re- the book of the law, and purple veil of the ſanc- 
to |  Fuary were taken in triumph to Rome. About 7 — 
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= of the year wherein ra frm was taken by the 
b 4 omans, ou might have aged men nd 2 
_ who" with blubbered checks fang diſhe vel 
Pe howling and Jamentingy for the ruin of the 
e and f. wearing and bearing in 
 - Qheir habits and bodies the fad eharacters of divine 
3 | geance, of whom tho ſoldiers etacted a fee for 
_ "Ii of weeping ; and they who formerly ſold 
1 W. of fus, were now forced to. n 
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troyed by Titus, and them that ſaw it afterward 
pld not believe chat there ever had been füch a 
the defpiſed Jews begged leave to 
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3 hen his fury was over, he took one part of the 
| City without the wall, Mount Colury, and Chriſt's | 
| - -. S$Sepulchre, and made jt a ſpacious city, which he 

Called after his own name. which was inhabited 6 


| 4 5 | 1 2 23 wi Emperor, ſlew many thouſands of them and 
Ei 


years : and in 629, it, was taken by the Egyptiens 


Aid in one thoufand and ninety nine, it was regain- 
ed by Godfrey Bullin, who being elected King, 
_ eff ed to be crowned with a crown oF bold where 


2 | 


when 3 to revolt, then Elias Adrianus, 


i nations, bat moſt by chriſtians for five hundred 
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